
History of USA 2019 Solved Paper 

 

Q.3 - What were the factors which led to the formation of 
New England Confederation of Massachusetts Bay, Plymouth, 
Connecticut and New Haven Colonies, in 1643? 

  

Introduction: 

Before the United States of America was united or even states, the East coast was 
dotted with British, Dutch, Swedish, and French colonies just trying to survive. 
These colonies were small but growing. As these settlements grew, they saw the 
need to unite together to protect themselves and to foster their growth. In May 
of 1643, four Puritan colonies made just such an alliance. Delegates from the 
British-American colonies of Massachusetts, Plymouth, Connecticut, and New 
Haven met and established the New England Confederation. This confederation 
solidified a diplomatic and military alliance between the colonies. 

Reasons for the formation of New England Confederation: 

Several factors influenced the formation of this alliance, including the solution of 
trade, boundary, and religious disputes, but the principal impetus was a concern 
over the defense against attacks by the French, the Dutch, or the Indians. 

The British-American colonies in New England were expanding, but they still faced 
many struggles. Some of the colonies were encroaching on Native American 
lands, and relations with some of these tribes were deteriorating. Also, the British 
did not always have friendly relations with the French and Dutch colonies that 
had been established nearby. Because of these skirmishes with the French, Dutch, 
and Native Americans, the British-American colonists needed a way to defend 
themselves effectively. 

However, England was preoccupied with its civil wars from 1642-1651, leaving 
less time and money to manage its colonies in America. As a result, the British-



American colonies were forced by necessity to manage their affairs and safeguard 
their borders. 

The New England Confederation was born as a way to handle these concerns. 

The British-American colonies were not getting any military or financial support 
from England, and tensions were growing with neighbors. So, the New England 
Confederation was officially established by the adoption of The Articles of 
Confederation of the United Colonies of New England on May 19, 1643. These 
Articles of Confederation reaffirmed the colonies' duty to assist one another. 

The original Articles of Confederation of the United Colonies of New England 
included as its second section: 

“The said United Colonies for themselves and their posterities do jointly and 
severally hereby enter into a firm and perpetual league of friendship and amity for 
offense and defense, mutual advice and succor upon all just occasions both for 
preserving and propagating the truth and liberties of the Gospel and for their 
mutual safety and welfare”. 

The confederation was formed as a direct result of the Pequot War which was a 
war fought between the Pequot tribe and an alliance between the New England 
colonists and their Native-American allies the Mohegan and the Narragansetts. 

The New England leaders also felt that they were unique among the American 
colonies, and they hoped to band together to preserve their Puritan values. The 
alliance called on the New England colonies to act as a nation, saying that they 
share a way of life and religion. This alliance was meant to be a perpetual mode of 
defense and communication among the colonies themselves and with any foreign 
entities. 

 


